may have lost detectable antibody due to natural decline or to chronic stress occurring during the last several years. The sheep could have then become susceptible to infections with these agents, predisposing them to bacterial (Pasteurella) pneumonia. The exact role of this respiratory syncytial virus or of PI-3 virus in the pathogenesis of illness of sheep of the Ouray herd could not be elucidated, but further serologic testing should help to clarify their roles.
Viruses were first implicated as being a possible predisposing factor to bacterial pneumonia in bighorn sheep in the mid 1960's (Howe et al., 1966 antibodies to bovine viral diarrhea virus and infectious bovine rhinotracheitis virus (Dieterich, 1981, I n Alaskan Wildlife Diseases, Dieterich (ed.), Univ. of Alaska Press, Fairbanks, pp. 28-29). The present serologic survey was designed to determine the prevalence of certain infectious agents of free-ranging moose from Alaska.
Serum samples were obtained between 1974 and 1982 from 110 free-ranging moose from Alaska. Samples were obtained from one location on the Alaska Peninsula (12 samples), three locations around Anchorage or on the Kenai Peninsula (58 samples) and three areas in the Suscitna River area (40 samples). Serologic testing was for antibodies to bluetongue virus (BTV), infectious bovine rhinotracheitis virus (IBRV), bovine viral diarrhea virus (BVDV), epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus (EHDV), Brucella abortus, and several Leptospira serovars.
Antibodies to B. abortus were detected by the rapid card agglutination test conducted by the State-Federal Brucellosis Laboratory in Oklahoma City. Tests were read as either positive or negative. All other tests were conducted by the National Veterinary Services Laboratory, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Ames, Iowa. The microscopic agglutination test was used for detection of antibodies to Leptospira interrogans with the following serovars: canicola, grippot y phosa, hard jo, icterohaemorrhagiue, and pomona. The minimum titer used to indicate past exposure was 1:lOO. Antibodies for BTV and EHDV were detected by the immunodiffusion test. Tests were read as either positive or negative. The virus neutralization test in cell culture was used to detect antibodies to IBRV and BVDV. The minimum titer used to indicate past exposure was 1:16.
No serologic reactivity was detected in any samples for Brucella, BTV, or EHDV. The absence of antibody to BTV or EHD virus may be due to the apparent low prevalence of these viruses in northern North America (Sekers, 1981 Thirteen samples (12%) were seropositive to various Leptospira serovars; eight (20%) from the Susitna area and five (42%) from the Alaska Peninsula. Leptospira serovars represented were: L. grippotyphosa-three (8%) from the Susitna area; L. hurdjo-two (5%) from the Susitna area and two (17%) from the Alaska Peninsula; L. pomona-three (25%) from the Alaska Peninsula; L. canicola-three (8%) from the Susitna area; and L. icterohaemorrhagiae-five (13%) from the Susitna area. The presence of antibodies to Leptospira reported in this study is not unlike reports of similar studies in moose in North America (Diesch et al., 1972 1984, op. cit.) . The reports of serovars harjo, icterohaemorrhagiae, and canicola appear to be the first for moose from Alaska. The significance of these findings, as they relate to moose health, is presently unknown.
Thirteen of 110 (12%) samples were seropositive for BVDV with four samples (33%) originating from the Alaska Peninsula and nine samples (23%) from the Susitna area. Positive titers ranged from 1:16 to 1:128. Six samples (6%) were seropositive to IBRV, with four (10%) being from the Susitna area and two (17%) from the Alaska Peninsula. All positive titers were at the 1:16 dilution. Antibodies to IBRV in moose have been reported previously for 14% of 14 moose sampled in Alberta (Zarnke and Yuill, 1981, J. Wildl. Dis. 17: 453-461) although none were found in a previous study (Thorsen and Henderson, 1971 bara, California area during the winter of 1971-1973. Of the total number of house finches captured, 17% (7/42) died with lesions. The authors noted that some of these birds had lesions severe enough to have caused mortality in the wild. In one of the captive birds, a minor lesion near one eye progressed in 3 wk to the point of completely closing both eyes. We report here the first isolation of poxvirus from the house finch.
In February 1983, two house finches found dead at a bird feeder in Boise, Idaho were submitted to the U S . Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Health Laboratory, Madison, Wisconsin. Lesions were present near the beak and on the legs of both birds (Fig. 1) . In both cases, the lesions on the beak were extensive enough to obstruct vision.
